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Viewed in its entirety, the book is a very painstaking, scholarly treatment of this 
subject, and should be very useful to those who are interested, in an intensive way, in 
the philosophical presuppositions of the theological thought of this period. 

Hebbeed, S. S. The Philosophy of the Future. New York: The Maspeth 

Publishing House, 191 1. 251 pages. 

The purpose of this book is to demonstrate the existence of God, theistically 
conceived, by means of the fundamental principle that "the sole, essential function of 
all thinking .... is to discriminate between cause and effect." Various meta- 
physical topics are discussed, such as space, time, causality, concept, and judgment, 
and these are followed by a chapter on induction which is, in the main, exceptionally 
good. Freedom of the will is insisted upon, and the existence and immortality of the 
soul proved! About forty pages at the end are devoted to a discussion of criticisms 
passed upon the work by several American professors of philosophy to whom it was 
submitted in manuscript form. 

The author is an interactionist in psychology and a "new realist" in philosophy, 
although he would probably insist upon his own interpretation of this latter term. He 
has devoted more than half a century to this work, which is stimulating in many 
respects. His criticisms of other writers are frequently acute but oftentimes too 
sweeping. On the whole, one is hardly convinced by his discussion. He has solved 
so many of the problems, practically all, which the greatest thinkers from Plato to Kant 
and the more recent scholars have struggled with in vain, that one becomes skeptical 
as to some of his contentions. To solve absolutely a single philosophical problem is to 
merit not a little praise from one's fellows; to solve them all is to raise a question as 
to the validity of the solutions found. 

Menegoz, Fernand. Das Gebetsproblem in Anschluss an Schleiermachers 
Predigten und Glaubenslehre neugestettt und untersucht. Leipzig: Hinrichs. 
66 pages. M. 1 . 80. 

The perennial significance and interest which attach themselves to the influence 
of Schleiermacher are evinced by this very welcome brochure on his attitude toward 
prayer. Here is presented first a very full summary of his teaching on the subject, 
set forth as far as possible in the chronological order of its appearance, drawn from his 
sermons from 1779 to 1833, and from the three editions of the Glaubenslehre, 18221 
1831, and 1836. This inquiry discloses the fact that with but a single exception his 
position remained fundamentally unchanged: influenced by his Spinozistic intellectual- 
ism he came at length to abandon the idea of a reciprocal activity between God and 
man. The criticism pro and con takes into consideration the origin and nature, the 
spirit and subject of prayer, together with Christology and the notion of God so far as 
they bear on this matter. Prayer is a social religious fact, resting for its spirit and 
content on the authority of Christ. The intention is so to define God and Christ as 
to satisfy the practical needs of evangelical piety. Whatever limitations characterize 
Schleiermacher's treatment of prayer on its positive side, as, for example, his inability 
to avail himself of the recent discoveries concerning prayer "in the name of Jesus," 
he has certainly touched the problem at its highest point. On the other hand, his 
position is here subjected to criticism on account of his rejection of the personality 
and freedom of God, of the metaphysical deity of Christ, prayer to Christ, material 



